
Year 1 Maths
Week 3

Counting in 10s



Warm up activities:
• Count pasta, coins, marbles into a pot/pan ask you child to listen and 

count in 10’s as you do so.
1 coin (10)  another coin (20) another coin (30) etc…

Then count in 4 coins saying 10, 20, 30, 40 ask your child how many in 
the pot?

After that take the four coins out and count back from 40 whilst adding 
the coins into the pot 40, 30, 20, 10 ask how many are in the pot now?

Repeat with different multiples of 10.  



Patterns and Connections



Using 10p coins, tower of 10 
Lego bricks, straw bundles 
of 10 count in 10s forwards 
and back.

Using these objects can you 
explore practically adding 
10 more or taking 10 less.

e.g. ‘I have 3 tens (30) if I 
add 10 more I will have 40.’ 



Activity 1: Question 1

This is one ten.

Look at the image

How many tens in twenty?

How many tens in 30?

How many tens in forty? 

What is happening to the numbers each time?  



Activity 1: Question 2

This is one ten. 
How many more do we need to make two tens?

This is four tens. How many fewer to make three tens?  



Activity 1: Question 3 
Use objects (10p coins, straw bundles or towers of 10 using Lego or bricks 
to help)



Challenge 



Patterns and Connections



Using plus or minus can you verbally say what the number sentences 
represent.  Use your towers of 10 bricks, straws, coins to practise saying 
different sentences.

(Thirty plus ten is forty. 

Forty minus ten is thirty.)



Activity 2: Question 1

Remember to use your 10 towers/coins/straws to help you count if needed.



Activity 2: Question 2



Activity 2: Question 3
Fill in the missing function am I adding or subtracting 10? How do you know?  

?
? ?



Challenge 


