
Human & Physical 
Features of 
Macclesfield



What is a human feature?



Human feature:
A human feature is something man - made or it 
was made by a human being e.g. buildings and 
footpaths (even those made my erosion)



What is a physical feature?
A physical feature is something which is natural
– it happens naturally 
E.g. moutains, water within a land, volcanos



What kind of feature would a 
bridge be? 

Human 

Or

Physical 



Can you sort the following? 
Which is human feature and which is physical feature? 

Village house                                                     A sand dune 



Which is human feature and which is physical 
feature? 

A bay                        A farmhouse



Which is human feature and which is physical 
feature?

Cliff                                Road                                              



Task 1
Divide a page in to two columns. Write the title Human 
Features above one and Physical Features above the other. 
Then sort the 8 features of Macclesfield below into the 
correct column. Once you have done these, you could use 
Goggle Earth to find other human and physical features in 
Macclesfield or the surrounding areas. 

Bollin Valley Way footpath 
The River Bollin

White Nancy
Kerridge Hill

Macclesfield forest
Trentabank reservoir

Macclesfield Canal
Bosley Locks



Task 2
Think back to when we looked at different types of maps and their uses. We learnt 
about Ordnance Survey (OS) maps. Ordnance Survey is Britain’s mapping agency. OS 
create up to date and accurate maps depicting the landscape’s human and physical 
features. All OS maps use the same symbols, which are included in a key so people 
using the map know what each symbol represents. The symbols represent human 
features e.g. information points and physical features e.g. forest. 

Look at the key on the next two slides. Then look at the OS map of Macclesfield
forest. Find 3 human and 3 physical features of the forest. 

Finally, look closely at the orange lines - what do you think they show? They are called 
contour lines. Why are some closer together and some further apart? 



Note: This is not the full key from an OS map






