
Week 2 - RE
The 5 Pillars of Islam



Why are the 5 pillars important to Muslims?

To begin with, make a note of anything you know or can remember 
about Islam.

Think about what you know about the word ‘pillar’. What do you think 
the 5 pillars of Islam might be?



What are the 5 pillars of Islam?

Shahadah Salat Zakat Sawm Hajj

The 5 pillars are an important part of Muslim life. Muslims believe that they should follow the 
pillars to live a good and responsible life. Each pillar has a different name:



Follow this link to a video. Watch the video and see if you can match the name of each pillar to its meaning.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9U8T8x1AhQ

Shahadah

Salat

Zakat

Sawm

Hajj

Performing ritual prayer 5 times a day

Sincerely reciting the Muslim profession of faith

Going on pilgrimage to Mecca

Fasting during Ramadan

Paying money to charity help the poor and needy

Watch the video again, this time I want you to make notes on what Amina says about why the pillars are important to 
Muslims.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=H9U8T8x1AhQ


Here is some extra information about each pillar. Can you match each card to the correct pillar?



Activity:
Present your ideas about why the 5 pillars of Islam are important to 
Muslims. 
You could make a poster, write a short paragraph or create a presentation on 
the computer.
Try to include:
• The name of each pillar and what it means
• Some reasons why it is important to Muslims
• Some images to show its meaning and/or importance

An extra thing to think about:
• Which pillar do you think is the most important? Can you justify your 

opinion in a short paragraph?


