
 

 

Ash Grove Writing Progression 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception 
(see 
Reception 
Termly 
Overview 
for more 
information
) 

 
Vintage 
animations 

Drawing Club  
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Leaf Man 
Chicken Licken 
Not Now Bernard 
 
 
Focus: write single letters 
and some simple words. 
 
 

Drawing Club  
What’s in the Witch’s 
Kitchen 
Little Red Hen 
Elves and the 
Shoemaker 
The Christmas Pine 
 
Focus: write words 
containing taught 
sounds. 
 
 

Drawing Club  
The Magic Porridge Pot 
Tiger Who Came For Tea 
Bananaman meets Dr 
Gloom 
Lost and Found  
 
 
Focus: write words 
containing taught 
sounds. 
 
 

Drawing Club  
Captain Pugwash 
Jack and the Beanstalk  
Rosie’s Walk  
The Odd Egg  
 
 
Focus: write simple 
phrases containing 
taught sounds. 
 
 

Drawing Club  
Are the Dinosaurs 
Dead, Dad?  
Dear Zoo 
Wacky Races  
One Hundred Decker 
Bus  
 
 
 
Focus: write 
sentences containing 
taught sounds. 

Drawing Club  
Popeye 
Superworm 
The Hairy Toe  
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
 
 
 
Focus: compose sentences 
containing taught sounds 
with a capital letter and a 
full stop. 

Year 1 

 
‘Leo and the Octopus’ by 
Isabelle Marinov  
 
Sentence level work – 
simple sentences linked to 
text 
 
Captions 
 
Less formal writing: writing 

 
 
‘Rapunzel ‘by Bethan 
Woollvin 
 
Simple sentences and 
captions linked to text. 
Retelling of Traditional 
Tale 
 

 

‘Hermelin’ by Mini Grey 

Character description 

Recount of a real event 

(trip to Pets at Home) 

Non – chronological 

report about an animal. 

 
 
‘Where the Wild 
Things Are’ by Maurice 
Sendak 
 
Setting description 
 
Letter -recount 
 
Instructions/Recipe 
for making soup. 

 
 
 
‘The Secret of Black 
Rock’ by Joe Todd-
Stanton 
 
Postcard 
 
Retelling of a Story  
 
 

 

 
 
 
‘Julian is a Mermaid’ by 
Jessica Love 
 
 
Retelling of story 
 
 Letters  
 
Instructions. 



 

 

in the environment 
 
Poetry Basket 

Instructions to catch a 
witch. 
 
Poetry – performance 
poetry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Retelling a story (could 
be one event from the 
story)  
 
Poetry Basket  
 
Poetry - Shape poems 
 
 
 

  
 
Poetry Basket 
 

Poetry Basket 
 
Alphabet List Poem 

  
Character description. 
 
Visit to Arvo- Museum-
Recount of real-life event. 
 
Poetry Basket 
 

Year 2 

 
Jack and the Flumflum 
Tree 
 
Postcard – Recount of 
the journey 
 
Retell of the story 
 
 

 
 
Hansel & Gretel – 
Bethan Woollvin 
 
Recipe for 
gingerbread 
 
 
Performance poetry 

 
 
The Bog Baby 
 
Recount of Bog Baby 
Hunt 
 
Non-Chron Report 

 
 
 
Meerkat Mail 
 
Letter to his family – 
Journey Narrative 
 
 
Acrostic Poetry 

 
 
Tell Me Dragon 
 
Character 
Description 
 
Instructions  

 
 
The True Story of The 
Three Little Pigs 
 
Alternative Ending 
 
 
Free verse  poetry 
(describing the wolf) 
 
 



 

 

Year 3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George’s Marvellous 
medicine 
 
Inform 
Instructions  
Diary 
 
Entertain 
Character description  
  
Poetry- Performance 
poetry   

 
Fox  
 
Entertain 
Retelling of the 
story/Rewrite the 
ending 
 
Inform  
Non- chronological 
report – science  
 
Persuade  
Letter  

 

 
Steadfast Tin Solider  
 
Entertain 
Setting description  
Rewrite ending  
 
Inform/Persuade  
Love Letter  
 
Inform 
Water Cycle/Trip 
recount  
 
Poetry- Kennings  

 
Jemmy Button 
 
Entertain 
Setting description  
 
Inform  
Diary entry  
Letter   
 
Persuade  
Travel guide   
 

 
 

 
Egyptology  
 
Entertain 
Mystery narrative  
 
Inform 
Non- chronological 
report- history 
Historical event  
 
 

  
 
 

 
Into the forest  
 
Entertain 
Adventure narrative  

 
Persuade 
Biased paragraph 
  
Inform 
Missing poster  

 
Poetry- Free verse  



 

 

Year 4 

  
 
Entertain 
Setting description 
 
Inform 
Newspaper article about 
another sea creature.   
Magazine article about 
an endangered species.  
 
Persuade 
Leaflet to protection of 
whales. 
Balanced argument 
about commercial 
whaling.  
 
Linked to Wider 
Curriculum -  
Persuade 
Why invertebrates are 
important. 
Inform 
Biography- Harriet 

 
Entertain 
Setting description  
Narrative point of 
view 
 
Inform 
Non- chronological 
report – Arctic 
animals  
Picture news report  
 
 
Linked to Wider 
Curriculum -  
Inform 
Leaflet- Top tips to 
saving money  
 

Poetry - Performance 

Poetry  

 

 
 
Entertain 
Character portraits  
Myth narrative  
 
Inform 
Diary  
Recount - History trip 
to Chester 
 
Persuade  
Letter from Arthur to 
Thor requesting help. 
Leaflet encouraging 
people to visit Arthur’s 
town.  
 
Linked to Wider 
Curriculum -  
Inform  
Non-chronological 

  

 
 
Entertain 
Alternative ending 
Narrative 
Blog recounting an 
event. 
 
Inform 
Instructions on how 
to be a good 
Headteacher. 
 
Poetry – Structured 

poetry (Haiku) 

 

 
Inform  
Diary entry  
Wanted posters 
 
Entertain 
Character/Setting 
description 
Twisted narrative 
ending 
Spells- how to steal 
the happy endings  
 
Poetry- Free verse 
 
 
Linked to Wider 
Curriculum -  
Inform 
Non-chronological 
report on Ancient 
Greece  

 
Inform 
Diary  
 
Entertain 
Flashback narrative  
Journey narrative 
Letter back home  
 

  

 



 

 

Tubman  report - Romans  

Year 5  

Entertain 
Character Narrative 
 
Inform 
Newspaper Report/Diary 
entry 
  
Persuade 
Persuasive letter/speech 
on urban green spaces 
 

 

 
 
Inform 
Biography - Emmeline 
Pankhurst  
 
Persuade/Discuss 
Speech about 
children’s rights   
 
Poetry – Performance 
Poetry. 

 
Entertain 
Setting Description 
 
Inform 
Instruction manual (Lit 
Counts) 

 

 

 
 
Persuade 
Persuasive brochure 
for Camp Greenlake  
 
Entertain 
Letter home from 
Stanley  
 
Poetry – cinquains 
or tankas  

 
 

 
Persuade 
Trip to Jodrell Bank 
– recount written 
through persuasion 
 
Inform  
Non-chronological 
report on Earth and 
Space  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Entertain 
Survival narrative  
 
Inform 
Survival guide  
 
Poetry – Free verse  
 

 



 

 

Year 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rose Blanche 
 
Inform/Entertain 
Diary entry – could we 
add a more formal piece 
in the middle from the 
Mayor? 
 
Entertain 
Setting description. 
 
Inform 
Formal recount based on 
trip to Imperial War 
Museum (present to 
parents or do informally 
as a brochure for the 
museum) 
 
Inform 
Non-chronological report 
on WW2 
 

Hansel and Gretel 
 
Entertain 
Dual narrative 
 
Not text related 
Inform 
Explanation – the 
water cycle 
(Geography) 
 
 
Poetry - Performance 
Poetry  

 
Entertain 
The Graveyard Book – 
Neil Gaiman (Short 
burst – introduce a 
villain) 

 
Entertain 
Description – a 
sandstorm, an 
avalanche, etc. 
Narrative – Adventure, 
flashback. Ending 

 
Discuss 
Balanced Argument 
– was Macbeth a 
tragic hero or a 
murderous villain? 
  
 
Persuade 
Persuasive letter – 
written from Lady 
Macbeth to her 
husband. 
Debate/Speech – 
Who is really to 
blame? 
Poetry – Structured 
poetry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
 

Inform 
Biography of author/film maker 
 
Entertain 
Flashback narrative 
Journey narrative told from the perspective of 
Hugo? 
Recount of the thief told from the point of view 
of the old man? 
Setting Description of Hugo running through the 
busy station. 
 
Persuade 
Persuasive letter from Hugo to the old man 
asking him to give the book back. 
 
Not text related 
Inform 
Explanation -Write a report to Year 5/Parents 
about SATs. 



 

 

 
Inform 
Explanation - Survival 
Guide 
Explanation – how a 
volcano erupts, how a 
hot air balloon works. 
Discussion – compare 
survival stories  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Explanation - How the circulatory system works 
(links to Science) 
Persuasive letter for taking phone to London 
Recount of London 
 
Poetry – Free Verse 

 

 


